The Syrophcenician : or, a Pattern of 
Invincible Faith. 


— — — 


BEING THE 


SUBSTANGE 


QF & 


DISCOURSE 


Preached in 
2 0 N D 0 N 
"= the YEAR 1750. 


— 


By EEE CENNICK. 


bs Whatſoever ye ſhall alk in prayer, de ye 


ſhall receive, Matt. xx1. 22. 


THE FIFTH EDITION. 


LONDON: 


Printed and ſold by M. Tray, No. 1, Pater. 
noſter-Row. 1793+ 


. 


* 


Fat SIN! . &T N N 

— 5 0 8 IJ 

£ a <> Ws N 

Yr = SN 
2 


N 


MATT. xv. 28. 


O woman! great is thy faith, be it unto thee 
even as thou wilt. 


HESE gracious words of our Saviour 
were ſpoken to a poor woman, a Gen- 
tile of Canaan, who having found him 
&> A> preaching near Tyre and Sidon, deſired 
him to heal her daughter, who was poſſeſſed of an 
evil Spirit; and after ſome time, when ſhe had 
met with ſeveral repulſes from the diſciples, and 
ſome trials from our Saviour himſelf, and yet con- 
tinued her intreaties, Jeſus anſwered her in theſe 
words, and ſent her away rejoicing. 
I look upon the whole hiſtory as a moſt inſtruc- 
ting and comfortable part of the ſcripture, and as 
a pattern of invincible faith; and I think all rela- 
tions and accounts of this ſort are delivered down 
to us with this view and intent, that we may be 
| Airred up and encouraged thereby to inherit by 
faith the promiſes of God, after their example who 
are gone | #3 and through their mercy obtain 
mercy. O may that God, whoſe mercies endure 
for ever, make it a bleſſing to us this day ! when it 
becomes the matter of our conſideration, and teach 
us ſo to believe in him, that he may alſo once ſay to 
every one of us, Great is thy faith, be it unto thee 
even as thou wilt!“ : | 
„ . The 
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The evangeliſt begins the relation of this tranſ- 
action thus, Behold, a woman of Canaan came out 
of the ſame coaſts, and cried unto him, ſaying,* have 
mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David, my 
daughter 1s grievoully vexed with a devil,” ver. 22. 

There is ſomething very moving and worthy of 
note in all her prayer, and even in the manner in 
which ſhe uttered it: She cried, Perhaps ſhe ſaw 
the multitude round about him, and could not get 
near, which was the caſe of many, and yet was ſo 
eager to be helped, ſo needy and diſtreſſed, that 
ſhe could not wait till the congregation was. dif. 
miſſed, and therefore cried out to him. Here one 
may learn, that when a ſoul wants the divine help, 
89 is in diſtreſs, their beſt and moſt ſimple way 
is, to cry unto “him who is able to ſave,” namely, 
Jeſus Chriſt, who ſaith, *Come to me, all ye that 
are weary and heavy laden—and I will give you a 
reſt for your ſouls,” Matt. xi. 28. It is a bad 
ſign when men (can poſtpone and put off the time 
of their ſalvation, with| faintly and coldly faying, 1 
hope the Lord will have mercy upon me before 1 
die. Such is not the language of one poor in ſpi- 
Tit, nor of the ſoul that wants a Saviour, for then 
the captive exile haſtens to be delivered, or as 
David expreſſes it, My ſoul longeth, yea even 
fainteth; my heart and my fleſh cry out for the 
living God,” Pſalm Ixxxiv. 1. And again, As 
the hart panteth for the water-brooks, 15 panteth 
my ſoul after thee, O God,” Pſalm xlii. 1. So in 
another place he ſays, ** One deep calleth to ano- 
ther:“ (that is, the deep of our miſery to the deep 
of his mercy) Out of the deep have I called unto 


the Lord, O Lord hear my voice!” This is the 


caſe with awakened ſouls; they want deliverance, 


They 
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They hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, and 
cannot reſt till Jeſus hath given them reſt. Thus 
St. Paul, when he was feſt convinced of his ſad: 
eſtate, and felt (notwithſtanding all the righteouſ- 
nefs of which he before boaſted) that he was a poor 
miſerable ſinner, neither ate nor drink for three 
days, but continued crying out, Lord, what 
wouldeſt thou have me do?” Acts ix. 5. Nor did 
he ceaſe crying till he had obtained redemption: 
in the blood X Jeſus, even the forgiveneſs of his 
ſins. The ſame is ſaid of the beggar Bartimeus.. 
He cried for mercy, when he heard Jeſus paſſed 
by: and when the people forbad him to pray ſo, 
he cried ſo much the more a great deal : and then ye 
know what followed; Jeſus ſtood ſtill, commanded 
him to be brought to him, granted his requeſt and 
bleſſed him. As long as the poor blind man cried, 
Jeſus could not go forward. His heart is fo ten- 
_ derly affected towards poor ſinners, that he cannot 
leave the poor when he crieth, the needy and him 
that has no helper. But properly and ſtrictly is the 
friend of ſinners. 

We have many inſtances in the ſcripture of his 
immediately helping ſuch as applied to him with 
tears and cries, ſuch as the poor lepar, Mary 
Magdalene, Peter, &c. and by theſe we are taught 
to cry to the Lamb of God who takes away the fin 
of the world; for let who will oppoſe, he is the 
perſon that hears prayer. * On his name who. 
ſoever calls ſhall be ſaved,” Rom. x. 13. compare 
Acts iv. 12. a 
Thus, then, the woman cried to him (the 
words of the prayer were) Have mercy upon me, 
O Lord!“ Firſt, the inſpired writers tell us ſhe 
was a heathen, a Gentile, and then deſcribe her as 
calling to Jeſus the Lord. How can this be? It is 
unlikely 
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unlikely ſhe had read the prophets, or expected a 
Meſſiah whoſe name ſhould be Immanuel; and had 
ſhe believed this, ſhe could no longer have been 
reckoned among the Gentiles, but rather among 

the proſelytes. | 
But the truth 1s, ſhe, no doubt, had heard what 
a prophet, mighty in word and deed, was rifen 
in Iſrael. How he healed the ſick, raiſed the 
dead, cured the lepers, diſpoſſeſſed demons, and 
helped all who were poſſeſſed of the devil, &c. 
And like as in all ages, God bleſſes the preaching 
of Jeſus Chriſt, with the witneſs of the Holy Spirit 
in the hearts of men, ſo then did the Lord certainly 
bleſs the report of Jeſus to the poor woman by 
the ſame Spirit, and taught her who this Prophet 
was; wherefore ſhe calls im Lord. No man 
can call Jeſus the Lord but by the Holy Ghoſt.” 
And this muſt be allowed, that it is an eternal 
bleſſing to a ſoul to know Jeſus, for elfe, how can 
it pray to him, or believe in him? It would not 
be right to call upon him, or worſhip him, or ex- 
pe to be ſaved by him, if he was not God over 
all bleſſed for ever. If thou kneweſt who it is 
that ſpeaketh with thee, ſaid our Saviour to the 
woman of Samaria, thou wouldeſt have aſked of 
him, and he would haye given thee living water, 
John iv. 10. Thus the foundation of our praying 
to Jeſus, and calling upon his name, is the believ- 
ing that he is truly and eternally Lord and God. 
This was the ancient way of praying, and what has 
never failed. In his name ſhall they glory; in 
his name ſhall they put their truſt They ſhall 
call upon his name and be ſaved. Prayer ſhall be 
made daily to him. To him ſhall all fleſh come. 
Every knee ſhall bow to him, and every tongus 
gonfeſs that he is the Lord.“ £ 
: | | he 
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The ſubjeft of the woman's petition was, 
mercy. *© Have mercy upon me, O Lord!” The 
knowledge of our great want of mercy, has 
brought _ thouſands to the kingdom of hea- 
ven. A ſenſe of their poor loſt eſtate, their core 
rupt and ſpoiled heart, their degenerate nature, 
the guilt of fin, and a miſpent life; the fear of 
death, the dreadful looking for of judgment, the 
reſtleſs condition and — ſtate of ſoul, makes 
them long with unſatiable longing for mercy. No 
words ſuit ſo well with a ſoul thus truly awakened 
as theſe, © Have mercy upon me, O Lord!“ And 
it is to me a good fign, where a ſinner cannot reſt 
until he has obtained mercy. | 

But, J confeſs, it does not ſeem to be ſuch a 
fenſe of ſin which J have been ſpeaking of, which 
made this woman call upon the name of our 
Saviour. It ſeems as if ſhe had been a poor wo- 
man (perhaps a widow) who had one daughter, 
and ſhe was grievoully vexed of, or poſſeſſed of a 
devil; and hearing what wonders Jeſus had 
wrought in healing the diſeaſe, ſhe alſo comes to 
him and begs for her child. It was downright 
trouble that brought her to Chriſt. Perhaps The 
had no ſenſe of her ſpiritual wants, but thought 
if her little daughter was but well, that was all 
| ſhe wanted to make her life happy. Therefore the 
purport of her prayer was, Lord! I am a poor 
woman whoſe daughter is poſſeſſed ; on her ac- 
count I have no comfort. My dear child, that 
ſhould have been a joy to me in my old years 
and diſconfolate condition, 1s rather a burthen, 
and my life is bitter to me, on this reſpett, have 
mercy upon me, and cure her. Thou haſt had 
mercy upon very many all round about, _ 
Ll . N gh- 
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neighbours tell me of thy wonders and cures, 
„ Thou Son of David help me!“ This laſt part 
of her prayer, wherein ſhe calls our Saviour the Son 
of David, ſeems to imply ſo much, O Lord, who 
haſt humbled thyſelf to be man, and to feel the 
infirmities of our nature, that thou mighteſt ſym- 
pathize with ſouls in diſtreſs and * them, think 
only what an uncomfortable life I have, and pity 
me. Indeed her caſe was pitiable, and ſhe was 
an object of compaſſion, but for all that Jeſus 
anſwered her not a word. This is the only place 
in all the bible where a poor ſoul in diſtreſs 
came, or cried to the Lord, and he anſwered not 
a word. It is fo unlike our Saviour's behaviour, 
that at firſt ſight we muſt be amazed and ſurprized 
above meaſure till we have ſeen the end of the 
Lord's filence, which was the effect of his tender 
mercy. For had our Saviour ſaid to her, Go thy 
way, thy daughter is made whole, perhaps ſhe 
had returned to her houſe thankful and glad, but 
aſked nothing farther of him, and might indeed 
have been outwardly helped, but periſhed for ever 
in her ſins; and therefore our Saviour intended 
ſomewhat better for her according to his uſual 
grace, ſince his outward miracles were often 
attended with the gift of eternal life and for- 
giveneſs of fins; as in the caſe of the man ſick of 
the palſy, and many others. I had obſerved be- 
fore, that all ſhe wanted of our Saviour, ſeemed 
nothing more than her daughter's deliverance and 
recovery, and therefore Jeſus anſwered her not a 
word. I wonder ſhe did not ceaſe praying, and 
go home heavy and diſcouraged: I dare 2 „if 
many of us had been treated ſo, we had certainly 
thought there is no help for Ine. in my God, But 


then 
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then learn hence, that men ought always to pray, 
and not to faint. Be not weary if immediately ye do 
not receive from him what ye aſk; often we 
do not know what we aſk ; we do not feel truly our 
want of ſalvation ; we do not thirſt for him, and 
are not as if we were ready to periſh without him 
for he 1s a preſent help in the time of trouble, 
and is certainly nigh to all that call upon him. 
When a ſoul but begins to feel his wants, it is no 
wonder if our Saviour does nat immediately an- 
ſwer. He knows it is beſt for us and fafeſt, when 
we experience and feel how deeply our hearts are 
- anon and corrupted, that nothing but God can 
ave us: And when it comes ſo far with an awak- 
ened conſcience, he is not far from the kingdom 
of God: He ſhall find, that though our Redeemer 
may have ſeemed to hide away his face for a little 
moment in diſpleaſure, yet with everlaſting kind. 
neſs he will remember him, and end the days of 
his mourning, and. wipe the tears from his eyes. 
It any therefore think, This is my caſe; I cry, but 
none hears; I am afraid Jeſus will not anſwer me 
a word, Let me intreat ſuch not to indulge un- 
belief: Our Saviour has no pleaſure in your ſmart 
or pain, but it is wholſome and good for you; you 
will learn thereby the need you have of a Saviour, 
and know a little of that eſtate and torment from 
whence his painful death and ſufferings have ſaved 
you to eternity. Learn then of the woman in 
the text, to follow Jeſus with faith, and cry after 
him. | e | 
But now ſhe meets with another diſcouragement, 
* his diſciples came and beſought him to put her 
away ; for they faid, ſhe crieth atter us.” By this we 
may ſee ſhe kept on crying, and was reſolved not 
| : B to 
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to go away till ſhe had got her anſwer. So it was 
with Jacob when he wreſtled with the Lord in the 
lains : He ſaid,“ L will not let thee go till thou haſt 
leſſed me,” and accordingly prevailed and got the 
bleſſing. So it is with all thaſe who * the 
kingdom of heaven by violence; and thoſe that. 
are thus violent; thoſe that cannot and will not reſt 
without ſalvation, ſhall ſurely find it. Wo be to 
them who flightly heal their wounds, who cry 
peace when there is no peace; who content them-/ 
ſelves becauſe men call them good people, or. be- 
cauſe they go to church or fn, an often, and at- 


tend the duties of their religion, and come no far- 
ther. Thefe are they of whom our Saviour ſays, 
Thou haſt a name to live, but thou art dead.” I 
with this may not be the caſe of many who appear 
to have no great concern farther than'to enjoy their 
health, to be proſpered in the world, and to live 
ealy, and whoſe hearts never knew the want of 
God's redemption. O that fuch people knew once 
their danger, they would imitate this woman, they 
would go out and cry after him, and not reſt till he 


ol 


had ſhewn them mercy ! | 
I had obſerved that the diſciples were for ſend- 
ing her away; and I know'ſome think they meant, 
Lord, give her what ſhe wants, and fend her 
away! But I rather believe they were offended, 
and thought ſhe is a heathen, and as they did not 
know Jefns was come to be their Saviour. but 
thought the family of Iſrael only was elected out 
of all nations, and the reſt reprobated, therefore 
they beſought him to ſend her away; and Ido not 
doubt would have been pleaſed if their Maſter had 
ſaid to her, Get thee hence to the gods of the 
land, and let them help thee; thou haſt deſpiſed 
the 
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the God of Iſrael, he alſo has deſpiſed thee. . Thou 
haſt no right to the bleſſing of 1 depart from 
me. But 5 could not do ſo; he loved both 
Jews and Gentiles, and was not willing either 
ſhould periſh, but have eternal life. 
However, it was enough to damp all her hopes 
of mercy, when his own diſciples beſought him to 
ſend her away; but her great truſt for mercy 
made her —_ on yet, till Jeſus himſelf made het 
an anſwer. My dear friends, 1 mean ye who 
are apt to be diſcouraged, learn hence, that though 
the children of God, the diſciples and followers 
of Chriſt, ſhould ſeem to be againſt you and ſlight 
you, that therefore, and alone on that account, 
you ſhould not faint; their Maſter is more merci- 
ful than they; and even thoſe are ſaved by him, 
Who are often deſpiſed by their own mother's 
children: Be of good comfort then till he an- 
ſwers: and reſolve to lie at his feet, and if you 
periſh, periſh there. 


Who down at Jeſu's fect reſolves to lie, 
Jeſus has ſworn that ſoul ſhall never die.” 


And now Jefus anſwered, but to the woman it 
muſt have been a cutting and painful anſwer, * 1 
am not ſent, ſays he, but unto fe loſt ſheep of the 
houſe of Iſrael,” I dare ſay every joint trembled 
in her. Methinks I ſee the poor 3 look quite 
dejected ahd troubled, not knowing what to reply 
for very grief; but the ſcripture ſays, ſhe fell down 
before him. I ſhould have thought indeed, that 
ſhe would have turned away diſpleaſed, or angry, 
or in deſpair, for ſhe muſt have took it for an 
abſolute anſwer ; and had ſhe reaſoned much 
= „ about 
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about the matter, ſhe would have been confirmed, 
In it, that his not anſwering a word, and the be- 
ſeeching of his diſciples that he would ſend her away 
were plain proofs that he did not love her, and had 
no mind to ſhew her mercy: But the Holy Ghoſt 
had done much in her heart; for though ſhe could 
think, I am not of Iſrael, Iam one of the daughters 
of the uncircumciſed, and might have made ſome 
melancholy reflections on that head, yet it all 
ſerved to awaken her the more, to ſee her ſoul's 
eſtate ; for ſhe, no doubt, thought, if it be true 
that he is the Lord, who is come to ſave his people 
from their ſins, if he is the Meſſiah, for whoſe mer- 
cy all the tribes are waiting, and he is ſent to none 
but the loſt ſheep of the houſe of Iſrael; then what 
will become of me? And thenceforward we hear her 
no more name her daughter, but ſhe falls down and 
worſhips him, ſaying, © Lord! help me!” As if 
ſhe had ſaid, Lord, what then ſhall 1 do? If thou 
art only ſent to Iſrael, then I am afraid I ſhall pe- 
riſn for ever! O Lord help me! But ſhe might 
think more properly thus, though I am a loſt ſheep, 
and though I am not of the houſe of Iſrael, he can 
make me an Iſraelite indeed, and therefore in the moſt 
humble manner, ſhe fell down at his feet and wor- 
ſhipped him, This is a plain and evident proof ſhe 
believed him to be the Lord; and beſides, ſhe be- 
heved he cquld help her, and therefore it was a ſhort 
but a rates and pretty prayer, Lord, 
help me!“ As if ſhe would have ſaid, Lord, I came 
hither on account of my daughter, but I have found! 
want thee more than her, help me] make me a child 
of God, a true Iſraelite. Have mercy upon me 

But our Saviour anſwers again ſtrangely, “ It is not 
% fit to take the children's bread and give it to the 
dogs.” This was the manner in which the Jews treat- 


ed 
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ed the Gentiles, and perhaps looked upon them as 
dogs in the worſe ſenſe, namely, ſuch as were not to 

be reckoned among the flock of the good Shepherd, 

but ſuch as were without, and who might not and 

could not enter the fold. But this ſounded hard from 

the mouth of the Saviour of the Wild, yet we find 


it had its good end and effect; ſor the woman did 


not fall into a rage, and aſk in an angry manner, 
why does he call me dog? If I am the child of a 
rejected and forſaken people, how can I help it? If 
it has been my hard lot to be born of uncircumciſed 
parents, and to be educated a heathen, why does he 
blame me? Can I alter the decree of the Creator, 
or _ my ſtate or nature ? No, this was not her 
reply: If ſhe had not been too deeply convinced of 
her ſin, and wanted fo earneſtly a Saviour, ſhe might 
Have reaſoned thus ; but ſhe knew no dogs had ever 
lived ſo unclean and bad a life as ſhe had done ; ſhe 


knew ſhe was worſe than a dog, and, as David con- 


feſſed, I am even like a beaſt before thee: So ſhe 
owns, It is truth Lord!“ As if ſhe had ſaid, Iam 
a vile, naſty, polluted, and defiled ſinner ; but dogs 
lick up the crumbs which fall from their Maſter's 
table; let me only enjoy the leaſt of thy mercies, what 
thy own people Iſrael {light and diſeſteem : O give 
me but the crumbs which fall, as it were, from their 
table! And again ſhe ſaid, Lord, help me.” Now 
Jeſus could ſtand out no longer; he ſaid to her, 
O woman! great is thy faith, be it to thee even as 

thou wilt!” It was as if he had ſaid, Aſk any thing, 
and it ſhall be done ; thy daughter ſhall be — 
whole; thy ſins be forgiven thee; thou ſhalt be 
henceforth of the flock and family of the true Iſrael; 
thy name fhall Be written in heaven; thy place ſhall 
be for ever there: Great is thy faith! be it unto 
thee even as thou wilt,“ 8 | 
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It is ſaid ſhe worſhipped him before, but now 1 
ſuppoſe, ſhe adored with double reſpect and reve- 
rence, and was ready, like Magdalen, to waſh his 
feet with her tears. I dare fay ſhe could not tell 
how to expreſs herſelf with joy; for ſo it always is 
when one has found ſalvation. 5  - 9 2 
It would not be amiſs to obſerve again, that trou- 
ble firſt brought her to the Lord. Had ſhe met with 
no uncommon trial in the world; ſhe had proba- 
bly gone on like others, without ever thinking who or 
what the Redeemer was! or, it may be, have deſ- 
piſed him with the multitude andpertfhed. Before 
the end was therefore known, it appeared to be a 
heavy judgment that had befallen her, that her daugh- 
ter, and perhaps her only child, was ſo viſited; but 
though it might have given her no ſmall concern 
and pain, ſhe can now ſay with the ſweet ſinger of 
Iſrael,“ It is good for me that I have been afflicted; 
For before I was afflicted I went wrong, but nowI 
Have kept thy word.“ She is not the only one whom 
croſſes, troubles and diſappointments in the world 
have ferved as a means to bring them to Jeſus. 
Chriſt. Many have thus been ſurrounded on ever 
- Hde, and their way hedged up, as it were, with 
thorns, that they might cry to God in their trou- 
ble, and be delivered out of all their diſtreſs. It is 
ſometimes neceſſary that the Lord ſhould ſerve us 
as he ſerved Job, and let Satan touch all that we 
have, that we may learn to have our treaſure in 
heaven, and lay hold on eternal life. Many have 
loſt all that they have had, been forſaken of friends, 
deſtitute, perſecuted, lighted and deſpiſed, inured 
to diſappointments and afflictions, fo that their 
hves have been often bitter. They have been poor 
and difeaſed like Lazarus, but, after all, were 8 
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ried by angels into Abraham's boſom wh elſe night 
have periſhed, had they been beloved and proſpered 
in the world; and after a gay and ſenſual life" 
ended, after all their honour, glory, fulneſs, and 
their eaſy time was come to a period, and they 
ready to be diſſolved, might poſſibly have heard, like 
Dives, Remember in thy life-time thou had ſt thy 
good things!“ O may this never be the cafe of one 
who hears me this day | May our dear and wiſe Lord 
lay upon us What he will, and diſappoint and croſs: 
us as he pleaſes, May we rather live the moſt troub - 
led and grievous life, and enjoy peace with him in 
our hearts, and have the aſſurance of our part in 
the world to come, than be ever ſo free and unin- 
terrupted in all riches, honours, and pleaſures} and 
Joſe eternal happineſs. Look upon the woman ef 
Canaan, ſhe was once a poor unhappy creature, a 
woman like Hannah, of a ſorrowful ſpirit, and ac- 
quainted with grief. She was once in tears and pray- 
ers at the feet of our Saviour, When every thing 
ſeemed to make againſt her. But where is ſhe now ? 
Yonder, ſhe adores before the fame feet of God her 
Saviour in eternal life! She now thanks him for all 
that happened to her; ſhe now ſees his tender mer- 
cies through all he ſuffered to comeupon her, and 
worſhips before that gracious and good Lamb of 
God, who came to ſeek and fave that which was loſt, 
and to be a friend of the friendleſs, the huſband of 
the widow, and a refuge and ſanctuary for all ready 
5 een and oppreſſed of the devi. 
Be not then confuſed and unhappy about it, ye dear 
people, if you ſhould meet with many trials, if it 
mould appear as if you was ſingled out to endure 
hardfhips or diſtrefs, ſtill ſpeak to our Saviour and 
ſay, © Have mercy upon me !” If a ſenſe of your ſin 
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bows you down and dejects you, ſtill pray, Have 
mercy upon me !” If you can't ſay many words, if 
you can't ſpeak much, remember it was the cafe of 
the woman before us: Her prayer was very ſhort, 
but it reached the ears of the Lord of ſabaoth. It 
was only, Lord, help me!“ but it prevailed, be- 
cauſe it came out of the heart. Our Saviour is not 
cheated with long prayers, nor muſt we think, like 
the heathen, that we are heard for our much ſpeak- 
ing. Our God looks upon the heart; and all the 
churches ſhall know he judges according to the heart, 
and not according to our words: Lift up therefore 
the heart to the Lord; let your tears and ſighs ſpeak 
the unutterable language of your breaſt. Do not 
want to ſay much, nor ſtudy fine words, and dead 
and dry forms to bring before him, it is like offering 
the lame and blind upon his altar; appear a poor 
ſinner, juſt as thou art; come a poor diſeaſed ſoul to 
be healed, a ſick ſoul to be cured, a trembling and 
afflicted creature that wants a reſt for thy ſoul, and 
he will receive thee. If at firſt thou doſt not ſeem to 
ſucceed,jdo not let thy faith fail ſ it is his cuſtom to 
try the children of men. Thus Joſeph tried his bre- 
thren, and ſeemed to anſwer roughly, till their tears 
and ſighs overcame him, and he could not contain 
no longer, and then he ordered all the Egyptians to 
withdraw, and burſt out into tears hiniſelf, and fell 
upon their necks and kiſſed them, ſaying, I am Jo- 
ſeph, and then all their ſorrows and troubles ended 
in joy and comfort. So our Saviour dealt with the 
two diſciples travelling to Emmaus; at firſt he blamed 
them for their incredulity, and being ſlow of heart 
to believe; but in a very little while ſhewed them 
his hands, and then were the diſciples glad: So 
he uſed this woman, as if he had no mind to help 
5 her, 
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her, but ſee only what ſhe found after ſo many Re- 
pulſes ; her faith bore her up; ſhe believed him to 
be the Lord; ſhe knew he could help her; ſhe knew 
none elſe could do it, and was reſolved not to leave 
him. Do thou likewiſe, till. he falls upon thy neck 
and ſays, I am Jeſus; till he ſhews thee his hands 
and thy new name graven there; till he ſays, 
„O Man! O Woman! Great is thy faith, be it 
unto thee even as thou wilt.“ 1 
Before I conclude this diſcourſe I muſt obſerve, 
that her faith was what pleaſed our dear Saviour fo. 
much; and for this, Abel, Noah, Abraham, Enoch, 
David, Gideon, Sampſon, and all the Saints are praiſ- 
ed in the Scriptures; and we meet with many 
places of this fort, Thy faith has ſaved thee,” 
Luke vu. 50. Thy faith has made thee whole,” 
Luke vi. 48. If thou believeſt, thou ſhalt ſee 

the Glory of God,” John xi. 40. | 
— Theſe and many of the ſame nature and ſtrain, 
confirm to us that bleſſed doctrine that we are juſ- 
tified and ſaved through faith, and not by means of 
our works or deſerving. Whenever men ſup- 
pole our duties, obedience, - merits, or good 
works, are the cauſe of our ſalvation, they reject 
the Head Stone in the corner, and without a foun- 
dation build the houſe upon the ſand. The ſole 
cauſe, reaſon, and author of our ſalvation is 
Jeſus Chriſt. He himſelf ſaves us, and by faith we 
receive in him all we want in time and in eternity. 
Is our faith little in him? We ſhall receive little, 
vea little elſe beſide death and hell; and feel to 
our hurt that we have deſpifed the blood of the 
covenant, and thought little of God's ſalvation. 
Is our faith great in him.? We ſhall receive much 
at his hands. Great is thy faith, be it unto thee 
even as thou wilt. | 
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We cannot believe too highly of Jeſus! We cannot 
think him more gracious or loving than he is: There 
is more in him than we can aſk or think: He 1s 
Almighty God, who has left all in heaven, and in 
the boſom of his Father, and came down with no 
other view or deſign but to redeem loft ſouls out 
of the flavery and ſervice of ſatan, and to open a 
way for them by his own blood, into the holieſt 
place of all, even heaven itſelf, whither he is now 
entered to prepare a place for us. There was no 
other remedy, he knew nothing we could do was 
ſufficient to atone for our ſins, or make up the 
breach, therefore he ſaid, ©Lo ! I come,” and has 
now in his own body made ſatisfaction to divine 
juſtice: He has obtained the right of eternal re- 
demption, and can give it to whom he will} If thou 
art not of the ſeed or ſelected ones of Iſrael, yet he 
can ſave thee. There is not a ſingle ſoul out of 
the reach of his mercy. He 1s Lord of all : He 
is Lord of the living and of the dead. His hand 
is not cramped or ſhortened that it cannot ſave, or 
his ear heavy that it cannot hear; and when it 
has gone ſo fie that to all human appearance there 
is no hope, all things are poſſible with him, ven- 
ture then and pray to him, be your caſe what it 
wilt, Lord, help me! Fix your eyes upon his croſs, | 
Truſt only and entirely, body and ſoul, upon kat 
crucified Sed, and worſhip before his feet, which 
once burned with anguiſh, and were red like braſs 
in the furnace; to him ſay, Have mercy upon me!“ 
He has felt your need, and knows how to ſhew 
merey. When no eye pitied us in our fallen eſtate, 
or had compaſſhon on us, he ſaw us in our blood, 
caſt out to the lothing of our perſons, and polluted, 
and had mercy on us, His heart was touched at our 
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fall and loſs, and undertook to be our Saviour. Let 
nothing then take away your confidence in his great 
and boundleſs mercy ; but let what will =; you, 
yet believe in him, and you ſhall ſee the end of the 
Lord's dealings ſhall be, to be gracious, merciful, 
long ſuffering and of great goodneſs. { Let your 
faith in him only be great, and it ſhall be done 
to you even as you will. F Vou ſhall find the ſame 
loving Redeemer, who dealt thus bountifully with 
an outcaſt woman of the Gentiles, ſtill rich in 

mercy to all them that call upon him in faith, 
Let us pray the Holy Ghoſt to grant us ſuch a 
deep, and continual ſenſe of our great poverty and 
need of redemption, and the Redeemer, that 
till our laſt moments that may be our inmoſt hearts 
prayer,“ Have pity upon me] Have mercy upon me! 
Lord help me!” And may our compaſſionate high- 
rieſt, indeed, have mercy upon us and help us now 
in this preſent life, as long as we are ſtrangers and 
pilgrims in the world; in our laſt hour, when our 
ſtrength fails us, and we muſt go into eternity ; 
and alſo in the day of judgment, when heaven and 
earth ſhall flee before him, and he ſhall ſit upon the 
Throne of his Glory and judge all nations! Yea 
then, Lord, eſpecially help us and have mercy upon 
us, for thy name's ſake. In that day, . thy 
mercy lighten upon us, as our truſt is in thee. 
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